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The Health Law Partnership (HeLP) is an interdisciplinary community collaboration between health care providers and lawyers  
to address the multiple social and economic conditions that affect low-income children’s health. One of HeLP’s core components  
is interdisciplinary education of graduate and professional students through the HeLP Legal Services Clinic at the College of Law. 
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HeLP Clinic Students Win Big For Their First Client
With just two weeks to prepare, 
Janelle Alleyne (J.D.’15), Peter 
Watson (J.D.’16) and Ryan 
Young (J.D.’16) represented a 
disabled child in an administrative 
hearing at the Social Security 
Administration and secured back 
payments of more than $10,000, 
plus monthly benefits, including 
Medicaid, which will help the child 
get access to medical treatment 
and needed services.

“Representing our client at 
the hearing was an amazing 
opportunity that offered 
invaluable experience,” Watson 
said. “We learned the substantive 
law during our preparations, but 
during the hearing we were able 
to actually see the law come alive 
through real world application 
and advocacy for our client.”

Their client, a 2-year-old boy with 
cerebral palsy, could not walk, talk 
or even grasp Cheerios due to 

his condition. The client’s mother 
had applied for Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefits for 
her disabled son and was denied 
in 2012.

Although the Health Law 
Partnership Legal Services Clinic 
had been involved in the case for 
almost two years, Alleyne, Watson 
and Young were assigned to the 
case just two weeks before the 
hearing. Building on casework 
done by previous students, the trio 
conducted a moot hearing before 
retired administrative law judge 
Kathleen A. McGraw and the 
entire clinic class, to ensure that 
they were ready.

At the hearing, the team 
encountered multiple twists 
and turns, including a last-
minute substitution of the 
administrative law judge. 
Another twist came when the 
Social Security Administration’s 

medical expert at the hearing 
was a psychologist, rather than 
a medical doctor. The team 
effectively argued for the expert’s 
testimony to be limited to his areas 
of expertise.

Their client’s mother was 
appreciative of the law students 
who helped her get the benefits to 
which her son was entitled.

“I chose the HeLP Clinic because 
of my drive to help those who 
are most vulnerable in our 
communities; children, who are 
unable to advocate for themselves,” 
Alleyne said. “There is nothing like 
the feeling you get from helping an 
overburdened family work through 
their legal issues.”

All three agree their HeLP Clinic 
experience will help make them 
better lawyers and enjoyed the 
opportunity to see how they can 
positively affect their community.

peter watson, Janelle alleyne, and ryan younG
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Center Highlights

Courtney L. Anderson
Professor Anderson 
launched Law 
and Health Equity, 
an experiential 
learning course 
in which students 
work to mitigate 
health disparities in 
Atlanta. She spoke 
at the Southeastern 
Association of 

Law Schools Annual Conference, Health 
Law Professors Conference, and Study 
Space VII in Barcelona, a week-long 
intensive workshop that unified global 
scholars to discuss the affordable housing 
crisis. Anderson co-authored a paper on 
affordable housing for this conference and 
also authored a paper of public school 
redistricting.  
 
Roberta M. Berry

Professor Berry 
assumed a new full-
time administrative 
position at 
Georgia Institute 
of Technology as 
director of the 
Honors Program. 
Her position 
incorporates a 
continuing joint 

appointment with the College of Law 
as professor of science & technology 
law, policy & ethics. Her chapter on 
genetic information was published in 
Suffering and Bioethics, and she is 
engaged in research on issues in human 
enhancement and assisted reproductive 
technologies.
 
Lisa R. Bliss

Professor Bliss 
spoke about 
“Teaching 
Professional 
Identity” at the 
Southeastern 
Association of 
Law Schools 
Conference.  She 
presented at the 
“Leading Voices 

of the Future in Legal Education — 
Legal Education and the Practice of 
Law” symposium at Northern Kentucky 
University College of Law.  Bliss also 
presented “Self-Directed Learning:  
Exploring the Potential of Journals 
and Other Written Reflection to Help 
Students Become Lifelong Learners,” 
at the Southern Clinical Conference at 
William and Mary Law School.

Sylvia B. Caley
Professor Caley 
was appointed to 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and 
Human Services 
Advisory Committee 
on Organ 
Transplantation. She 
participated in two 
national webinars 
during the fall. 

The first was hosted by the National 
Center for Medical-Legal Partnership 
and was entitled “Codifying Medical-
Legal Partnerships through State 
Legislation as a Sustainability Strategy.” 
The second webinar, hosted by the 
American Health Lawyers Association, 
served to educate members about the 
mission and benefits of medical-legal 
partnerships.
                                         
Erin C. Fuse Brown

Professor Fuse 
Brown’s article, 
“Fair Hospital 
Prices Are Not 
Charity: Decoupling 
Hospital Pricing and 
Collection Rules 
from Tax Status” 
is forthcoming in 
the University of 
Louisville Law 

Review. This fall, she spoke about the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Burwell v. 
Hobby Lobby at the College of Law, the 
Bleckley Inn of Court, and the Georgia 
Bar. Fuse Brown created and co-taught 
a Health Care Transactions course with 
Atlanta-area health care attorneys, Sidney 
Welch and Kim Roeder.

Jessica D. Gabel
Professor Gabel 
co-wrote “Shadow 
Dwellers: The 
Under-regulated 
World of Local DNA 
Databanks” for the 
NYU Law Review. 
Her article, “A New 
Approach to an Old 
Problem: Realizing 
Reliability in Forensic 

Science from the Ground Up,” was 
published in Northwestern University’s 
Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 
and her most recent article, “The Lean 
Legal Clinic: Cost-Effective Methods of 
Implementing Experiential Education” will 
be published by the Elon Law Review in 
2015.
 
Yaniv Heled

Professor Heled 
testified before the 
Georgia House of 
Representatives 
Committee for 
the Study of 
Autonomous 
Vehicles Technology 
and published an 
op-ed article about 
tort aspects of 

autonomous vehicles in the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution. His article, 
“Patenting Human Organisms or How the 
Abortion Wars Feed into the Ownership 
Fallacy,” was published in the Cardozo 
Law Review. Heled presented his work 
in conferences at Boston University, 
Georgia State University, and Michigan 
State University, among others.

Wendy F. Hensel
Dean Hensel 
published “Recent 
Developments 
in Vouchers for 
Students with 
Disabilities” in the 
Loyola Law Review 
and presented at 
The Ohio State 
University Moritz 
School of Law, the 
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Education Law Association’s Annual 
Conference in Denver, and Loyola 
University in New Orleans.  She also 
authored a book chapter in Righting 
Educational Wrongs: Disability 
Studies in Law and Education. Hensel 
chaired the College of Law’s Strategic 
Planning Committee and continues to 
play a leadership role in implementing 
identified initiatives.
 
Randall L. Hughes

Professor Hughes 
was appointed 
to the Board of 
Navicent Health, 
the parent 
organizations for 
the Medical Center 
of Central Georgia. 
He serves on the 
college’s Board of 
Visitors as well as 

on the alumni board of the Cooperative 
Living Organization at the University 
of Florida. In addition to teaching, 
Hughes mentors health law students, 
participates in HeLP case rounds, and 
conducts intake for the Atlanta Legal 
Aid Society.

Paul A. Lombardo
Professor 
Lombardo 
presented papers 
at the American 
Society for 
Bioethics and the 
Humanities and the 
American Society 
of Law, Medicine 
and Ethics Health 
Law Professors 

Conference; gave Grand Rounds to 
the Department of Psychiatry at SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center; delivered 
a keynote lecture at the North Carolina 
State University program on Genetics 
and Society; conducted the University 
Seminar on Disability Studies at 
Columbia University; and spoke on 
eugenics at the Asian/Pacific/American 
Institute at New York University.

Charity Scott
Professor Scott 
spoke at the 
Quinnipiac-Yale 
Dispute Resolution 
Workshop on conflict 
engagement for 
ethics committees 
and consultants. As 
lead faculty for the 
RWJF-funded faculty 
fellowship program, 

she gave presentations at the American 
Public Health Association annual meeting 
and the Public Health Law Conference 
co-sponsored by the Network for Public 
Health Law and American Society 
of Law, Medicine and Ethics.  She 
also gave a separate talk at this latter 
conference on “Law, Public Health, and 
the Diabetes Epidemic.” 
 
Emily F. Suski

Professor Suski 
published “Dark 
Sarcasm in the 
Classroom: The 
Failure of the Courts 
to Recognize 
Students’ Severe 
Emotional Harm as 
Unconstitutional” 
in the Cleveland 
State Law Review 

and presented it at the Association of 
American Law Schools annual meeting. 
She also presented “Cyberbullying, 
School Authority, and Privacy” at the 
University of Kentucky Developing Ideas 
Conference and AALS Clinical Legal 
Education Conference. She is co-chair of 
the Scholarship Committee of the AALS 
Section on Clinical Legal Education.

Jonathan Todres
Professor Todres’s 
recent work 
includes: “Advancing 
Children’s Rights 
and Ensuring the 
Well-Being of 
Children” in JAMA 
Pediatrics; and 
“A Child Rights 
Framework for 

Addressing Trafficking of Children” 
in Michigan State International Law 
Review. He presented at American 
University Washington College of 
Law, University of Florida College 
of Medicine, and University of 
Washington School of Law. He served 
on the Institute of Medicine and 
National Research Council Planning 
Committee on Increasing Capacity for 
Reducing Bullying and Its Impact on 
the Lifecourse of Youth Involved.

Leslie E. Wolf
Professor Wolf and 
Duke University 
colleagues have 
been funded by the 
National Human 
Genome Research 
Institute to study 
confidentiality 
protections 
applicable to 
genomic research. 

She published articles on the Ebola 
epidemic in the Huffington Post and 
the Daily Report. She served on a 
Department of Defense peer review 
committee for its Congressionally 
Directed Medical Research Program 
and as a mentor for the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation-funded Future of 
Public Health Law Education Faculty 
Fellowship Program.
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On the Web 
Visit our website at clhs.law.gsu.edu for information on the center, news,  
and upcoming events.

On the Blog
Check out our new blog at centerforlawhealthandsociety.wordpress.com  
for opinion pieces and commentary on current events

On Linked In 
College of Law graduates, students and faculty can network and share job  
postings and other announcements by searching the Center for Law, Health  
& Society on Linked In.

Graduate Health Law Network
Graduates of Georgia State Law may join the Graduate Health Law Network at  
clhs.law.gsu.edu/contact/join-graduate-network/ for updates on events and 
activities through our newsletter, e-alerts and mailings. 

Friends of the Center
Not a Georgia State Law graduate? You can still receive updates by becoming a  
friend of the center at clhs.law.gsu.edu/contact/become-friend/.

Stay Connected to the Center for Law, Health & Society Center Faculty & Staff
Leslie E. Wolf, Director and Professor

Stacie P. Kershner (J.D. ’08), Associate 
Director

Cassie Hayasaka, Administrative 
Specialist

Courtney L. Anderson, Assistant 
Professor

Roberta M. Berry, Professor of Science 
and Technology Law, Policy & Ethics

Lisa R. Bliss, Associate Clinical 
Professor and Co-Director of HeLP 
Clinic

Erin C. Fuse Brown, Assistant Professor

Sylvia B. Caley (J.D. ’89), Director of 
HeLP, Associate Clinical Professor, and 
Co-Director of HeLP Clinic

Yaniv Heled, Assistant Professor

Paul A. Lombardo, Bobby Lee Cook 
Professor

Charity Scott, Catherine C. Henson 
Professor

Emily F. Suski, Assistant Clinical 
Professor

Jonathan Todres, Professor

Law Faculty Affiliates
Jessica D. Gabel, Associate Professor

Wendy F. Hensel, Associate Dean for 
Research and Faculty Development and 
Professor 

Faculty Fellow
Randall L. Hughes, Of Counsel,  
Bryan Cave LLP


