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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The University System of Georgia is
announcing today (March 7) that Georgia
State is transferring its University Village
to Georgia Tech.

This transfer of the Village will provide
resources needed to build more student
housing on our campus, a component of
our updated master plan that calls for an
additional 4,500 beds over the next 10
years. Also, research shows that students
who live on campus are more involved in
campus life, get better grades and graduate
more quickly.

Georgia Tech will begin occupancy of the Village

beginning with the Fall 2007 semester.

Law Day is May 1. Celebrated every year
since 1958, Law Day is, in the words of
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, “a day of
national dedication to the principles of gov-
ernment under law.” Consider taking part in
a Law Day commemoration this year. Learn
more at http://www.lawday.org.
Congressional Resolution Establishing Law
Day (1961)

US Code, Title 36, Section 164

The first day of May of each year is hereby
designated as Law Day, U.S.A. It is set

Suntrust Building

aside as a special day of celebration by the
American people in appreciation of their lib-
erties and the reaffirmation of their loyalty to
the United States of America; of their reded-
ication to the ideals of equality and justice
under law in their relations with each other as
well as with other nations; and for the culti-
vation of that respect for law that is so vital
to the democratic way of life.

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation
calling upon all public officials to display the

flag of the United States on all government buildings
on such day and inviting the people of the United

States to observe such day with suitable ceremonies

and other appropriate ways, through public bodies
and private organizations as well as in schools and

Dean Kelly Timmons

other suitable places.
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By Suzanne Lee-Jackson
Ever wonder what BLSA, B&LS & SHLA stand for? Or, are you just happy they are not another group of mneumonics to memorize for your Property exam? Joining a student organ-
ization is a great way to meet and work with other students who share the same interests. Each year, students at GSU-College of Law have a host of student organizations to choose
from. With so many choices, there is something for everyone, and thus, it may be hard to decide which to join. Here are the current organizations, along with their respective mission

statements. Read on, find your passion!

American Constitution Society

Provide a forum for students of GSU College of Law to
explore progressive legal debate and development of new
progressive ideas and scholarship.

Asian American Law Students

To foster and improve ties between Asian American Law
students and Members of the Asian American Bar and
Bench and the legal community as a whole. To foster an
environment conductive to the continued advancement of
Asian American law students and to ensure their success
as future attorneys.

Association of Women Law Students (AWLS)
To show concern about the under representation and lack
of parity of women in the legal profession.

Black Law Students Association (BLSA)

To articulate and promote the professional needs and
goals of black law students while seeking to influence the
legal community to bring about meaningful change to
meet the needs of the Black community.

Business & Law Society (B&LS)

To foster a broad understanding of business issues facing
attorneys today. To focus on the interest of JD/MBA can-
didates, providing an introduction of business issues that
affects the careers of business and law students.

Child Advocacy Society

To promote the exchange of ideas and the creation and
fulfillment of opportunities related to child advocacy in
law, policy, health and education.

Christian Legal Society

To maintain a vibrant Christian Fellowship on GSU's
College of Law campus which enables our members to
love the Lord with our whole beings-- hearts, souls, and
minds-- and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Enviromental Law Society

Seeks to provide a forum for law students to explore the
field of environmental law, a network of students and
professionals to support professional growth.

Federalist Society

To embrace the principle that the state exists to preserve
freedom, the separation of governmental powers is cen-
tral to the integrity of the Constitution, and that it is
province and duty of judiciary to say what the law is and
not what is should be. To promote an awareness of these
principles through activities.

Hispanic Student Bar Association

To play an active role in the furthering of Hispanic
awareness and interests within the GSU College of Law
and the legal community.

Immigration Law Society (ILS)

To further the awareness of immigration issues, volunteer
with the Atlanta legal community, and seek to increase
interest in the practice of Immigration law.

Intellectual Property Law Society (IPLS)

Provide members with opportunities to network with
practicing IP attorneys. To learn more about Intellectual
Property art and technology issues, and also provide a
forum for students to work together to build their legal
careers.

International and Comparative Law Society

To promote the study of international law and legal top-
ics such as international human rights, state-to-state rela-
tions, and international business issues. To strengthen ties
between its students members and the legal community.

James Olgethorpe Legal Society

To expose the rest of Georgia lawyers to the excellent tal-
ent that been and is being molded and refined at our
school by putting on different legal programs.

Jewish Law Student Association

To share an interest in Jewish legal issues and socio-polit-
ical concerns and in meeting the needs and interest of
Jewish law students.

Law Review

To publish a legal journal four times a year by 2nd and
3rd year GSU law students who have demonstrated out-
standing writing and academic skills.

Law Students for Choice

This new COL organization seeks to educate, organize,
and support law students to ensure that a new generation
of advocates will be prepared to protect and expand
reproductive rights as basic civil and human rights.

Moot Court

To develop each member's potential in written and oral
advocacy and to represent the College of Law successful-
ly in various Moot Court competitions , and to enhance
each individual member's educational experience in law
school.

OUTLaw

(formerly Lesbian and Gay Law Student Association) To
support lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
law students at GSU by encouraging personal, social,
professional, and academic development. To seek to be
educational to the greater law school community.

Phi Alpha Delta (PAD)

To form a strong bond uniting students and teachers of
law with members of the Bench and Bar in fraternal fel-
lowship designed to advance the ideals of liberty and
equal justice under law.

Public Interest Law Association

To educate students and the public at large about public
interest law issues and seeks to promote the goals of pub-
lic interest law in protecting the public rights.

Sports and Entertainment Law Society

To promote law school and its students in the Sports and
Entertainment network in Atlanta. To provide informa-
tion to our members concerning different opportunities in
the Sports and Entertainment law field.

Student Bar Association

To serve the student body by acting as an advocate of all
academic concerns, a promoter of student life, and a
coordinator of all those peripheral functions that are inte-
gral to the achievement of academic excellence.

Student Health Law Association (SHLA)

To provide a organization for students with a legal inter-
est in the healthcare field. Any student who is interested
in health law issues, opportunities, and programs is
encouraged to join.

Student Trial Lawyers Association (STLA)

To educate and train the future litigators in Georgia. To
allow each student participant to learn and grow far
beyond any level they could through only the curriculum
of law school.

Law Review Board Announces Publication Selections

The Law Review Board announced that the following
notes and comments were selected for publication for
the 2007-2008 year:

An Unhealthy Nation: Why Lobbying Restrictions for
Voluntary Health Care Organizations Don't Make Sense
By Catherine Hammer

The Problem and the Solution: Using the Internet to
Resolve Internet Copyright Disputes
By Ted Solley

Lying to Catch the Bad Guy: The Eleventh Circuit's
Likely Adoption of the Clear Error Standard of Review
for a Denial of a Franks Hearing

By Brittany Southerland

School Choice: Constitutionality and Possibility in
Georgia
By Patrick Ouzts

Roaming Off-Road Without a Map. The Supreme Court
Rides with BLM in Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
and Steers NEPA towards Dangerous Territory

By Aaron Kappler

The Constitutionality of Georgia's Sex Offender
Residency Statute
By Megan lorio

Does the Power to Tax Compensation for Nonphysical
Personal Injuries Really Involve the Power to Destroy?:
Murphy v. IRS and the Constitutionality of Section
104(4)(2)

By Jeff Phillips

Analyzing the Whistleblower Protection Act:

At-Will Employment and the Future Fate of Georgia
Whistleblowers

By Seth Eisenberg

It's Their Body of Law; Let Them Do What They Want:
The Supreme Court's Likelihood of Ruling that State
Law Should Determine CERCLA Liability for Successor
Corporations
By John Sugg

Alternate 1: As Hurricanes End, Legal Storms Begin:
The Insurance Battle Under State Valued Policy Laws
By Christopher Conway

Alternate 2: The One-Year Limit on Removal:
An Ace Up the Sleeve of the Unscrupulous Litigant?
By Katie Floyd

Alternate 3: Societal, Legal and Scientific Issues
Surrounding Victim Recantation in Child Sexual Abuse
Cases

By Cylinda Parga

Congratulations!

AWLS

Executive BoArD

SHLA
OFFICERS FOR 2007-2008

Co-Presidents:
Ernessa Brawley &
Sean Devetter
VP: Jonathan Lee Morris
Treasurer:
Meredith Riggs
Events Coodinator:
Heather Leigh Carter

Law Review

Tue Awarp For 2006-2007
Best STUDENT NOTE OR COMMENT
The Problem and the Solution:
Using the Internet to Resolve
Internet Copyright Disputes,

By Ted Solley

PILA

EXecuTive BoARD
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B&LS Presents: The World of the in House Attorney

By Nicola Pasquerelli

Does your bar review course connect with your
digital lifestyle?

adapt@bar

The revolutionary new way to prepare
for the Multistate Bar Exam.

www.AdaptiBar.com

Enroll online and receive a $50 discount or call us toll-free at: 1.877.466.1250
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Law Week Events and Schedule

By John Gunn

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

7:00 p.m.—12:00 a.m.

WHAT: Law Week Kickoff Party

WHERE: Smith’s Olde Bar

SPONSORS: SBA and LGLSA

DESCRIPTION: All students and faculty are welcome!

MONDAY, APRIL 1

12:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Religious Discrimination in the Workplace”
WHERE: Room 170

SPONSORS: ELLA and CLS

5:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Fellowships: Making Public Service Your Career”

WHERE: Room 170

SPONSORS: PILA and CSO

DESCRIPTION: Forum will feature a panel of NAPIL (now Equal Justice Works)
Fellows, mainly GSU alumni, discussing fellowship opportunities and fellowships as a
jump-start to one’s legal career as well as the advantages of working in a public inter-
est area.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2

12:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Keynote Speaker: Assistant District Attorney Kellie Hill (Al Amin’s
Prosecutor)”

WHERE: Room 170

SPONSOR: SBA

DESCRIPTION: Wrapping up work on her prosecution of Al Amin these past several
months, Kellie Hill, Assistant District Attorney, will be speaking with GSU law students
about the various “roles” she plays (attorney, prosecutor, African-American, and moth-
er of two) and how all of these roles affect her life as an attorney.

5:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Media’s Influence on Trials”

WHERE: Room 170

SPONSOR: THE DOCKET

DESCRIPTION: Forum on how media affects the outcome of criminal cases. J. Tom

Morgan, Dekalb County District Attorney who is prosecuting the Sidney Dorsey case,
Robin McDonald with the Fulton County Daily Report, and Brian Mendehlson,
Defense Attorney with the Federal Defender Program, who was one of the attorneys
who worked on the Alex Williams death penalty case, will speak about the weighty role
that media plays both incidentally and intentionally in the modern justice system.

5:00 p.m.

WHAT: Panel Discussion: “How to Succeed in the Practice of Law: Bridging the
Cultural Gap From School to Practice”

WHERE: King & Spalding, 191 Peachtree St., 50th Floor

SPONSORS: Multi-Bar Leadership Council of Atlanta

DESCRIPTION: This is not a GSU COL sponsored event, but GSU students are invit-
ed.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

12:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Anatomy of a Medical Malpractice Case: Plaintiff’s Side and Defendant’s
Side”

WHERE: Room 100

SPONSORS: SHLA

DESCRIPTION: Well known plaintiff’s attorney, Tommy Malone, and highly success-
ful defense attorney, Lori Baer, with the firm of Alston & Bird will be presenting their
opposing positions on preparing and presenting a medical malpractice case. The forum
will include presentation of the issues involved on both sides of a malpractice case.

5:00 p.m.

WHAT: “Confronting Discrimination in the Courtroom”

WHERE: Room 170

SPONSORS: LGLSA and JLSA

DESCRIPTION: Speaker from Lambda Legal Defense will discuss the decision in Ex
Parte H.H. and its affect on the gay/lesbian and religious communities. This was an
Alabama Supreme Court case and contains a special concurrence from one justice who
used religious reasoning to reinforce his argument in support of denying a lesbian
woman custody of her children. T-shirt giveaways during Law Week from LGLSA and
Lambda Legal Defense. Catered Reception Following.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4
12:00 p.m.

The Face Behind the Emails...Valencia Lewis

By Suzanne Lee-Jackson

You know the name, you’ve received the emails, let’s get to know the person! Valencia Lewis is the Business Affairs Coordinator of the College of Law. In addition to listening to
us beg to get in (or out) of classes, Tricia maintains our grades, organizes class schedules and formulates the rankings.

As someone who spends a lot of time in Tricia’s office—not only to beg, but because she is a genuinely nice person, I had the opportunity to ask Tricia what she finds most inter-
esting about working with law students. She told me that when she first considered the position, she was warned about the temperaments of law students (apparently from someone
who works at one of those other law schools)—aggressive, bossy, impatient. However, she says in her experience at GSU, she has found that none of that is true about our students.
She says we’re funny, intelligent and great to talk to. I knew spending all of those hours in her office would pay off!

On another note, in the time I’ve spent in Tricia’s office, I noticed she has books about serial killers. Seems we share the same fascination with what makes these people “tick.”

Interestingly enough, in reading the answers to her questions, I noticed she likes to chop things up...hmmmmm...Enjoy!

Name: Valencia Lewis

Birthplace: Lexington, Mississippi

Hometown: Lexington, Mississippi

Position at the law school: Business Affairs Coordinator

Major responsibilities: Oversee Student Organization Budgets and On-
line Room Reservation Scheduling.

Favorite thing about working with law students:

Meeting and getting to know all the new students and keeping a relation-
ship with them when they graduate. I have two very close friends that I
met since I have been working here.

Why Georgia State University College of Law?

I can echo what Tricia Rackliff said in her interview, if you hang around
long enough they will give you a job. Well, I am also an example of that
statement because I started as a student Assistant in 1995 and in 1997 1
became a full-time staff member. The atmosphere here at GSU College
of Law is a very friendly one and the relationships with faculty, other staff members and
students make it all worth coming to work everyday.

What did you do before coming to GSU-COL?
I was a student as Alcorn State University in Lorman, Mississippi.

Favorite Neighborhood: I can't think of any place right now

Valencia Lewis

Favorite Restaurant: C'est Bon Cajun Restaurant

Favorite watering hole: I frequent Manuel's Tavern a lot.
Favorite musical group: No particular group.

Name of 3 CD's that are currently in your stereo:
Lyfe, Gerald Levert and Alicia Keys

Favorite movie: The Color Purple, Pretty Woman (Richard Gere fan) and
any movie with Vin Diesel.

Favorite book: The Left Behind Series (Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins)
and many, many others.

Favorite author: Bebe Moore Campbell, Catherine Coulter, John Grisham
and others.

Favorite all-time T.V. show: The Cosby Show and Walker Texas Ranger
Favorite legal T.V. show: Boston Legal and The Practice

Favorite sport: Not a sport person

Favorite vacation spot: St. Simon Island

Three people dead or alive that you would like to have
dinner with: Maya Angelou, John Kennedy, Jr. (John-John) and Ethel Hedgeman Lyle.

Favorite super hero: Wonder Woman

What did you want to be when you were growing up: Elementary School Teacher :).
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LeeAnne McWhirter, President, SBA
LeeAnne McWhirter has been the Student

Bar Association President for two years. She Bar Association President for two years. She
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Leaders Bid Goodbye

Mazie Lynn Causey, President, STLA
LeeAnne McWhirter has been the Student

Blake Eno, Editor of the Law Review
LeeAnne McWhirter has been the Student

Bar Association President for two years. She

March 2007

Kasey Libby, President, Moot Court

LeeAnne McWhirter has been the Student
Bar Association President for two years.

graduated from [UNDERGRAD] and plans to graduated from [UNDERGRAD] and plans to  graduated from [UNDERGRAD] and plans to  She graduated from [UNDERGRAD] and
[FUTURE PLANS]. Her advice for incoming
students is [ADVICE].

[FUTURE PLANS]. Her advice for incoming
students is [ADVICE].

Well, what can
[ say? It’s
been a great
two years rep-
resenting the
students at the
law school as
SBA
President. 1
learned many
things about
myself during
this time. 1
learned that
you can’t
please everyone, but you sure can enjoy
it when your hard work does make peo-
ple happy. I learned that I have a tenden-
cy to take on too much work at once and
it’s okay to ask for help. On that note, I
want to thank the entire SBA board for
all their hard work this year.

One of the best things about being SBA
President for these two years is that it
helped me meet a lot more people at
GSU than I probably would have other-
wise. I’'m proud of the students at our
school. It’s great to be associated with
such smart, motivated, honorable people.
I sincerely mean it when I say thank you
for the opportunity to serve you. I’'m
going to miss it.

LeeAnne Anthony,
SBA President

Betsey Bulat Turner

Betsy Bulat was awarded the Best
Student Note or Comment in Volume
23 of the GSU Law Review for her
Note, The Relevance of Foreign Law
as Persuasive Authority and
Congresses Response to its Use: A
Preemptive Attack on the Constitution
Restoration Act.
You might see the
next big fashion
statement first on
Betsy Bulat as she
walks around the
Urban Life hall-
ways, but what
you may not have
known is that this
fashionista packs
a punch in the
academic world.
As a member of
Law Review (and
Student Writing
Editor 2005-
2004), she still
has time to be a Graduate Research Assistant to
both Professor Marjorie Girth and Adjunct
Professor Greg Jones. In addition, she has
been an active member of the International
Comparative Law Society, serving as Treasurer
in 2006/2007. An avid runner, international
traveler and dog lover, Betsy will start a two-
year federal clerkship with Magistrate Judge E.
Clayton Scofield IIl in the Northern District of
Georgia after the Bar Exam in July. We wish
her luck in one day snagging that in-house
counsel position with Yves Saint Laurent, Lanvin,
Prada or some other mega fashion house!
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Students on the Move!

Douglas Ohlson

Doug Ohlson served as the Treasurer
for the Business & Law Society for two
years. Doug says law school has been
3 of the best years of his life and if he
could figure out a way to get paid for
it, he might not leave.

We all know
Douglas
Ohlson as a
major net-
worker and
the de facto
social chair of
the law
school, but
there is a lot
more to the
laid back
charmer.
Fluent in the
Persian dialect
of Farsi, Doug
has been vol-
unteering for the International Rescue Committee
translating for and working with refugees from
Iran for the past two years and has accumulat-
ed over 300 hours work. On top of all this,
Doug has externed with Judge Thelma Wyatt
Cummings Moore at the Fulton County Superior
Court, and was a GRA for undergraduate
Professor Palmer, all while working for an immi-
gration firm doing asylum work. Doug hopes to
continue working in immigration in a small firm
or for the government after graduation.

Anthony Yannone

Tony Yannone is proof that sleep is
highly overrated! In addition to taking
classes to satisfy a dual-degree (and
still finishing with his class!) he has
been involved with the SBA since his
first year and currently serves as the
Vice-President.

Tony grew up in
Lockport, NY
(just outside of
Buffalo) before
heading off to
the U.S. Naval
Academy to
earn a BS in
English (yep, a
BS... that's what
you get when
the core curricu-
lum is engineer-
ingl). After grad-
uation he was
commissioned as
an officer in the
Navy and then
assigned to the USS Patriot (in Sasebo, Japan)
where he served as both the Damage Control
Assistant and the Chief Engineer. He was quick-
ly picked up for the Special Operations
Community and moved back state-side to be
trained as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Technician. Once complete he was assigned as
the Officer in Charge of a Bomb Squad (in San
Diego, CA) where he and his men did every-
thing from underwater demolition to Secret
Service Support for the President.

And then, after eleven-plus years in the Navy,
Lieutenant Tony Yonnone made two very big
changes. First, he married the beautiful and

incredible Vilma Cortes on his very last day of

active duty. And next, one week affer the wed-
ding and one week before school started, he
and his new wife finally moved to their new
and permanent home - Atlanta.

In his spare time Tony enjoys hanging out with
Vilma and friends, goofing around with Yar (his
little lion dog), playing Ultimate Frisbee,
singing, and volunteering for charities (he'll
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Alana Nichols

Alana Nichols is proof that 1Ls do not
have to bury their heads in the books for
an entire year. Ms. Nichols spearhead-
ed Pre-law Day in recognition of
Minority Recruitment Month. With over
40 students in attendance, the event was
truly successful.

Growing up in
rural Mississippi,
becoming an
attorney was
one of those
seemingly unat-
tainable dreams.
Just the thought
of escaping the
confinements of
dirt roads and
the truth that
many of my
childhood
friends would be
left behind was
enough to keep
me busy.
However, | did it. | left home at fifteen years of
age fo attend the Mississippi School for Math
and Science and haven't looked back since,
except during my bouts of homesickness!

The most rewarding of my endeavors since com-
ing to law school this past fall has been the Pre-
Law Day. The most satisfying part of the day
was feeling as though | had helped someone
else. One of the most valuable things | gained
from this event was also the ability to work so
closely with the wonderful people in the Office
of Admissions, who made the event a stunning
success.

The experience | have had thus far has been a
challenging, yet amazing one. The people |
have met have been by for the most intriguing.
There are many things that | have in store for
the upcoming years and there are already a lot
of things that | have learned in my short time
here. But one of the most important lessons I've
learned has been that life is truly too short to
toil with miniscule things. | love to make people
laugh and as silly as it sounds, as long as I'm
able to do that, then I'm content Alana attended
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Student Loan Forgiveness Bill Considered
for Prosecutors & Public Defenders

By Suzanne Lee-Jackson

Public defender salary (average): $43,000
Monthly take-home' pay (after tax); $2,606
Cumuldative education debt (private, average): $78,763
Monthly loan payments (120 month/6.8%): $906
Amount left. for living expenses: $1700

By Adam S. Levin

By John Gunn
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... On The Other Hand

By Eric Rogers

PRO

On the other hand...

I'll Pass On The Carrot, thank you.

By Adam S. Levin

Law school class rankings and the grades on which they
are based are the number one factor affecting one’s abil-
ity to secure the highest paid legal jobs.! And even if
you’re not looking for the highest paid job, a stellar
ranking won’t hurt your job search. Law students in the
habit of thinking rationally should seek out classes that
give the highest grades to achieve a higher ranking.
Fortunately, GSU law school administrators released a
grade book that allows students to do just that.

If you didn’t grade-shop before the grade book, you’d
be an idiot not to now. At least, you should grade shop
until the law school does something about the patently
unbalanced grade distribution.

Admittedly, grade disparities between same subject
classes has dissipated, but it has not disappeared. Why
should law students take Professor A’s class over
Professor B’s when the former has an average of 79.5
and the latter has an average of 85.79? Or put differ-
ently, why should average students be academically
punished for taking class from Professor A, an emi-
nently qualified professor?

While same subject classes should have, as a matter of
fairness, the same average grades, so too should all
classes regardless of the subject. Grades should not
force law students to make decisions between classes
that will boost their GPA and classes that are pertinent
to their legal interests. Yet, grading disparities between

different courses will encourage students to take class-
es with higher median grades. While these classes are
no doubt worthwhile and interesting to some students,
for many others these classes offer nothing more than
an improved GPA.

Certainly, I’ve phrased my argument as hyperbole. Not
all students will take only the classes with the highest
averages. Some students will take classes with low
averages because they don’t care about grades. Other
students will take classes regardless of the average
because they consistently perform above the pack.
And averages don’t tell the whole story. A class with
60 students could have a lower average than a 12 stu-
dent class, yet give more A’s, thus increasing the incen-
tive for some high performing students to take the class
with the lower average.

But statistical accuracy aside, higher averages will
motivate many students to take classes in which they
have little interest. Classroom discourse and student
output are improved when students are genuinely inter-
ested in a class. Thus, it behooves our administration
to normalize averages for all classes.?

! Ranking is also a highly influential factor affecting the
selction of judicial clerkships, the holy grail of post-law school
jobs.

2 Of course, we could just do away with the grade book, but that
would only place a band-aid on the problem.
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