Rio de Janeiro - One Student’s Perspective on International Study — Summer 2007

I studied for one month in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, as part of Georgia State’s
Summer Legal and Policy Study. The eight courses offered were divided into two week
modules, and I elected to take Public Health Law for the first module and International
Conflict Prevention and Mediation for the second module. The focus of this essay is to
explain how studying in Rio de Janeiro strengthened the classroom experience by
immersing real life application into the learning environment.

Public Health Law & Policy: Global and Comparative Perspectives

This course familiarized students with the global, regional and national legal and
regulatory frameworks that shape cross-border health issues. The Professors, Dr.
Gieseker, PhD, MS and Rebecca Jacobs, J.D. are both incredibly knowledgeable women,
who taught the class with structure, humor, and above all, well-founded intellect. Since
Professor Gieseker’s specialty is Infectious Disease Epidemiology and Professor Jacobs
is a Law Professor, their dual instruction brought a multi disciplinary focus to the course.

Both women are renowned experts in their fields and daily class discussion
around required readings were enhanced by each of their personal, incredible
experiences. The professors spent considerable time opening our eyes to global public
health issues, which the public health students who participated in the course were far
more knowledgeable about than the law students. However, combining health and law
students was a brilliant idea, because the law students were able to offer opinions on the
legal issues regarding international public health that the health students had not

considered, and vice versa.



The course focused primarily on international health regulatory structure,
including the World Health Organization and its Millennium Health Goals, as well as
proposed legal instruments like the Framework Convention on Tobacco.

Classes were held at PUC-RIO, a fifteen minute cab ride from Ipanema, where all
the students were (very nicely) housed for the duration of our time in Rio de Janeiro.

The classroom’s surroundings offered us our first taste of the wealth disparity in
Rio de Janeiro and Brazil as a whole. Although we were studying in the gated confines
of a private Catholic school, the entrance to a large favela stood not far from the gates of
the school, a subtle reminder that life in Rio does not afford every person equal access to
education and basic health care.

Our studies commenced with a discussion on law and the public’s health from an
American
Constitutional
perspective and
International policy
perspective. The
second afternoon of
class, we were able
to visit the Christo

de Redentor

STUDENTS CONGREGATE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM DURING BREAK FROM
CLASS

monument on top of Corcovado Mountain.



Although this activity is a typical tourist one, we were sent to the top of the

mountain with specific instructions, namely, Observe Everything. The students has been

asked to create a pictoral essay, a paper in which we were to discuss aspects of Brazilian
history, development and culture that would have an impact on the most critical public
health issues facing Brazil in general and Rio in particular.

From the top of Corcavado, we were able to witness the disparity in wealth for
ourselves. We were able to see the lush houses of the South Side of Rio from one side of
the mountain, and then alternately witness the harsh confines of the poorer North Side
from the other side of the Mountain. We could all see a favela weaving and climbing up
the Two Brothers Mountain. The views, albeit amazing and beautiful, were also
shocking and all of the students were able to cement aspects of their essay ideas after the

visit.

THE VIEWS FROM CORCOVADO MOUNTAIN ENABLED US TO WITNES THE DISPARITY OF WEALTH
THROUGHOUT THE CITY :







