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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

By Jad Atallah

umimer is always a time of
exciting and endless oppor-
tunities for law students. The
study abroad experience is an invaluable
one and, in my view, a key component to

achieving a well-rounded legal edication.

The Georgia State University Summer
Legal and Policy Study in Rio de Janeiro
offers students an enriching global acad-
emic experience while also allowing
them enough time to secure emoployment
for the remainder of their summer.

This past May, along with students
from Georgia State, Seattle University,
University of Tennessee, and a host of
other law schools from across the coun-
try, I traveled to Rio to gain a unique
global perspective on the law. Courses
were offered in cross-cultural conflict res- -
olution, international and comparative
human rights, and corporate, trade, en- -
vironmental, coastal, and pubhc health
law and policy.

Riode ]anelro is a fascinating place, to
say the least. The ride from the airport to
our residence in the city’s world-
renowned Ipanema district served as a
good overview of what we would wit-
ness for the remainder of the program.
Though exhausted from our flight, we
anxiously anticipated the long-propagat-
ed postcard images of the city. Christ the
Redeemer appeared atop Corcovado
Mountain and immediately caught our
attention. We also took some time to ad-
mire the beaches of Copacabana, Sugar
Loaf Mountain, and the Lagoa Rodrigo
de Freitas, a lake/lagoon and district lo-
cated in the South Zone of Rio. However,
Rio would soon acquaint us with her
other side.

While Brazil enj oys a growing econo- .

" my, it also suffers from one of the world’s

largest income disparities. Immediately
adjacent to the landmarks lay the favelas
(slums or communities) that house much -
of the city’s working class. Over the fol-
lowing few weeks, these favelas and the
multitude of legaland social issues that
they pose were a source of intensive dis-
cussion and debate in the confines of ‘our

classrooms and on our field trips. With
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