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INTRODUCTION 

Congratulations to you as you draw near to the completion of your program requirements for your 
Juris Doctor degree. As you settle in for your final year at the Georgia State University College of Law, 
you may have questions about graduation requirements, preparing for and taking the bar exam, and the 
like.  For this reason, we have prepared the following document listing some of  the important events that 
will occur in your last year and some steps you need to take to graduate, take the bar exam, and get 
admitted to the practice of law. Since this document is a “one size fits all,” it may contain some things 
you do not need or neglect some things you do need. Nevertheless, we think you’ll find it helpful in 
planning out the steps you need to take to transition from law school to the next phase of your 
professional life.   

If you have any questions about the matters covered herein, or suggestions about changes we 
might make to this document, please contact the College of Law Registrar or the Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs.   
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Timeline for Graduation, Bar Exam and Other Important Events 

Fall semester of your final year (for Spring graduates) 

�  Sign up for and take the MPRE, which is offered three times annually (March, August 
and November).  Be sure to follow up and arrange to have your MPRE results delivered 
to the Office of Bar Admissions by the deadline.  Click here for the MPRE test dates, 
application and all pertinent information. You must pass the MPRE to be admitted to the 
bar. 

�  Submit university application for Spring semester graduation (September deadline; 
information and application available through PAWS). 

�  Submit any needed changes to diploma name to One Stop Shop (227 Sparks Hall). 
�  If you need to make any amendments or disclosures to your College of Law admissions 

application, request permission to do so as soon as possible by consulting with the 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. The Office of Bar Admissions will compare your 
disclosures to them with those you have made to the College of Law.   

�  Attend College of Law presentation by Director of Office of Bar Admissions re 
application for Certification of Fitness to Practice Law (October).  

�  File application for Certification of Fitness to Practice Law by published December 
deadline for consideration for the July bar exam, which is administered on the last 
Wednesday and preceding Tuesday in July. Note that your application must be 
RECEIVED by the Office of Bar Admissions by 4:30 p.m. on the published deadline 
date.  There is a late deadline in March, but it carries a substantial late fee. For all rules re 
the bar exam, go to both the Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law and the 
accompanying Policy Statements.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OFFICE OF BAR 
ADMISSIONS ADHERES TO ITS RULES AND DEADLINES TO TH E LETTER.  
IF YOU ARE NOT IN FULL COMPLIANCE, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 
TAKE THE BAR EXAM.  

�  Enroll in bar review course(s). 
�  Audit your College of Law record to make sure you meet all graduation requirements 

(through PAWS).  
�  Register for Spring classes (October). 
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Spring semester of your final year (for Spring graduates) 
 

�  Once certified by the Board to Determine Fitness, submit application to take the July bar 
exam.  For a further explanation of this two-step process, see “Georgia Bar Exam” below. 

�  Attend College of Law presentation by Director of Office of Bar Admissions on “How to 
Pass the Georgia Bar Exam.” (April) 

�  Order/rent regalia (cap, gown and tassel) from the Georgia State University Bookstore.  
�  Enter pro bono hours on College of Law website by announced deadline to have 

graduation with Pro Bono Distinction listed in Hooding and Commencement Ceremony 
program. 

�  Respond, by announced deadline, to Ken Walsh’s call for list of College of Law activities 
to be listed in the Hooding and Commencement program; note that Walsh’s email will 
include vote for Faculty Hooding team. 

�  Make contributions to Annual Class Gift campaign by announced deadline in order to be 
listed as contributor in Hooding and Commencement Ceremony program. 

�  Attend College of Law Hooding and Commencement Ceremony (Friday of the week 
exams end). Ceremony is for previous Fall and Summer graduates, as well as current 
Spring graduates.  There is a separate (optional) university commencement ceremony, 
generally within a week of the Hooding and Commencement Ceremony.   

�  Start attending bar prep classes immediately after Hooding and Commencement. 
 

Summer following Spring semester (for Spring graduates) 
 

�  Request an official College of Law transcript from the university (in early July, for the 
July bar exam) through PAWS. 

�  Take the July bar exam on the last Wednesday and preceding Tuesday of July.  For all 
rules re the bar exam, go to Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OFFICE OF BAR ADMISSIONS ADHER ES TO ITS 
RULES AND DEADLINES TO THE LETTER.  IF YOU ARE NOT IN FULL 
COMPLIANCE, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE THE BAR EX AM.  

�  File application for Certification of Fitness to Practice of Law by published July deadline 
for consideration for the February bar exam, which is administered on the last 
Wednesday and the preceding Tuesday of February.  Note that your application must 
be RECEIVED by the Office of Bar Admissions by 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date. 
There is a late deadline in October, but it carries a substantial late fee. For all rules re the 
bar exam, go to Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law and Policy 
Statements.   
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 In order to graduate from Georgia State University College of Law with the degree of 
Juris Doctor you must complete each of the following requirements.  If you have any questions 
about whether you have satisfied these requirements, contact the College of Law Registrar's 
Office at (404) 413-9012. 

 

1. You must complete a minimum of 90 semester hours. This includes a minimum of 79 
hours of graded credit.  
You may have a maximum of 11 hours of "S/U" (pass/fail) credit. Legal Bibliography 
and Externships do count toward this limit; the required Litigation class does not. 
 

2. You must have a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.20.  For honors 
standards, see “Academic Honors” in “Hooding and Commencement” below.   

3. You must have passed all of the following required courses: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. You must have completed the Upper Level Writing Requirement with a grade of at 
least 2.3 (C+).  This is a substantial legal writing project during your upper class 
period of study that may be fulfilled  in any two or three credit course that qualifies as 
a legal writing course, or by completing a two-credit Independent Research Project. 
While there is no list of courses that meet the Writing Requirement, they are indicated 
on the course schedule each semester. If you have any questions about whether a 
course you plan to take meets the upper level writing requirement, please confer with 
the Registrar.  For general guidelines governing upper level writing requirement 
papers, see “Upper Level Writing Requirement” section below.  
 
NOTE: Moot Court briefs do not satisfy the upper level writing requirement.  In 
order for Law Review notes to satisfy the upper level writing requirement, students 

Law 5000/5001 Civil Procedure I and II 

Law 5010/5011 Contracts I and II 

Law 5020 Criminal Law 

Law 5030 Legal Bibliography 

Law 5050/5051 Property I and II 

Law 5060/5061 Torts I and II 

Law 5070/5071 RWA I and II 

Law 6000 Constitutional Law I 

Law 6010 Evidence 

Law 6020 Professional Responsibility 

Law 6030 Litigation 
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must have a faculty member sign off on the final product, attesting to the fact that the 
note comports with the guidelines for satisfying the upper level writing requirement.     

Upper Level Writing Requirement 

 The following guidelines reflect general norms for papers that satisfy the Upper Level 
Writing Requirement. Variations from these norms rest within the discretion of individual 
faculty members and may be made in accordance with the pedagogical judgment of such faculty 
members. 

1. The minimum page length should be 25 pages, double-spaced, excluding footnotes or 
endnotes. A longer minimum may be required by the instructor.  

2. At least one draft should be submitted to the instructor prior to the submission of the 
final paper. 

3. An acceptable paper should reflect thorough research of primary and secondary 
materials. All sources used in writing the paper must be cited appropriately. 

4. An acceptable paper should include original analysis by the student.  

5. An acceptable paper should be well organized and written in conformity with 
accepted rules of grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

NOTE:  Many students choose to do an Independent Research Project as a means of satisfying 
their Upper Level Writing Requirement.  For that reason, we provide the following information 
about Independent Research Projects.  You are not required to do such a project to graduate.   

Independent Research 

 Second and third year students may receive up to two hours of credit toward graduation 
for supervised research leading to a substantial independent research paper. Please note that this 
is a graded, for-credit class, meaning that you must register and pay for it.  You may only do one 
Independent Research project for credit in your law school career.   

 The following guidelines govern independent research projects.  Additional requirements 
may be imposed by the supervising faculty member.  

·  Students may only take one Independent Research course in their law school careers. 

·  Approval for Independent research must be granted by the supervising professor and 
the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs before registering for the course. The 
Independent Research Application Form is available on the Registrar's Office page. 
The form calls for a description of the research project undertaken. "TBA," "Tax 
law," and other such vague descriptions are not sufficient to meet this requirement, 



�����	�	����	�����	������������� ��	����!���"�#$���  �

� � ��

����������	%�
����
���

�	��������� � � ��� � � 	 ��� � �
�

and the Associate Dean may require more detail before he or she approves the project 
for credit.  

·  Independent research may satisfy the upper level writing requirement, but only if 
taken for two credit hours. 

·  Grades of “Incomplete” may not be carried for more than one term past the term in 
which you register for Independent Research.   

·  You must enroll in the course during the scheduled registration period to get credit.    

·  Work in a law office, governmental agency or other such position does not satisfy the 
requirements for an Independent Research project. If you are interested in doing such 
work for credit, you must do so through the Externship Program.    

NOTE:  The College of Law does not permit students to use their work experiences or journals 
thereform as Independent Research projects.      
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GRADUATION APPLICATION INFORMATION 

Graduation Deadline 

 You must file an application to graduate.  The deadline to apply for graduation is at least 
two semesters in advance of the expected semester of graduation. Deadlines are posted by the 
University Graduation Office. To illustrate how graduation deadlines typically work, we provide 
below the deadlines for the 2010 - 2011 academic year. 

 

 

�

 

Applying for Graduation 

 Diplomas are not awarded automatically. Evaluation of records to verify whether a 
student has completed all course requirements for graduation is done upon request by the student 
through completion and submission of the Graduation Application via PAWS or delivery to the 
University Graduation Office (231 Sparks Hall).  Your application must be completed and 
submitted by the deadlines for the current semester in order to graduate on time. 

Application and Fees  

 There is a graduation fee which covers the cost of printing, packaging and mailing your 
diploma. Please refer to the Graduation Office website for graduation fees.  If you need to 
change your date of graduation, you must complete and submit the Change of Graduation Date 
form. There is a separate fee for each degree/major earned.  Please note that whatever name you 
have in PAWS is the name that will appear on your diploma.  Additional information for 
graduates can be found on the University Graduation Office website or drop by 231 Sparks Hall, 
or call (404) 413-2248. 

Academic and Financial Holds  

 Before applying to graduate, you should check to see if there are any holds on your 
account.  These holds, most often entered by the Law Library, Pullen Library, Student Accounts, 
Financial Aid, or other University offices, are generally caused by students’ failure to pay 
outstanding account balances or meet immunization requirements. It is your responsibility to 
clear any existing holds. Feel free to contact the One Stop Shop at 404-413-2600, 227/228 
Sparks Hall, or onestopshop@gsu.edu with questions.  

Semester of Expected Graduation Deadline to Submit Application 

Fall 2010 By June 1, 2010 

Spring 2011 By Sept. 15, 2010 

Summer 2011 By Jan. 15, 2011 
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MULTISTATE PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
EXAMINATION (MPRE)  

 The MPRE (Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam) is required and is based on the 
ABA Rules of Professional Conduct, the ABA Code of Judicial Conduct, controlling 
constitutional decisions, generally accepted principles established in leading federal and state 
cases and relevant procedural and evidentiary rules The MPRE is offered three times a year in 
March, August and November. For more information about the MPRE, go to the National 
Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) website or the Multistate Professional Responsibility 
Examination (MPRE) website. 
�

 The Georgia Board of Bar Examiners requires all applicants to take and pass the MPRE 
with a scaled score of 75 or higher, prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Eligibility for 
Admission to Practice Law. Applicants who have taken the MPRE and achieved a scaled score 
of 75 or higher should contact the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) at 
http://www.ncbex.org, to request to have the score forwarded directly to the Office of Bar 
Admissions. The Board of Bar Examiners does not accept MPRE scores forwarded by 
applicants. Applicants who have yet to take the MPRE must make arrangements with the NCBE 
at the time of the administration of the MPRE to have their score forwarded directly to the Office 
of Bar Admissions. 

 When you are deciding when to take the MPRE, remember these two important 
facts.  First, the NCBE reports that “an MPRE score sheet will be released to the examinee and 
sent to the requested jurisdiction within five weeks of the examination date.” Second, as of June 
2011, the policy of Georgia’s Office of Bar Admissions is that a passing score must be officially 
received by them from NCBE no later than January 15 for the February bar exam and no later 
than June 15 for the July bar exam.   For questions regarding MPRE registration, examination 
dates, and deadlines, please check the FAQ's page on the National Conference of Bar Examiners 
website at or call (319) 341-2500. 

Examination Fees 

 For applications received on or before the regular receipt deadline, the fee for the MPRE 
is $63, as of February 2011. For those who apply after the regular receipt deadline but before the 
late application receipt deadline, the fee is $126, as of February 2011. Please note that the 
registration fee is non-refundable. For more information please see MPRE fees.  

Questions about the MPRE 

 Requests for an MPRE application packet, complete application materials, and all other 
correspondence, inquiries, and requests concerning application materials and the administration 
and processing of the MPRE should be directed to:   
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National Conference of Bar Examiners 
MPRE Application Department 

301 ACT Drive 
 P. O. Box 4001 

Iowa City, IA 52243-4001 
Phone: (319) 341-2500 

 Inquiries concerning MPRE scores should always include the Applicant’s SSN, Date of 
Birth, Test Date, and Signature and should be directed to: 
 

National Conference of Bar Examiners 
MPRE Records Department 
P. O. Box 451 
Iowa City, IA 52243-0451 
Phone: 319.337.1304 
NOTE: TDD is available for persons with hearing impairments; MUST dial (319) 
337-1701 from a TDD 

MPRE Study Aids and Information Guides 

• Comprehensive Guide to Bar Admission Requirements 2011 General guide to questions 
concerning bar admissions within each jurisdiction. Includes directory of state bar 
admission agencies. 
 

• MPRE 2011 Information Booklet Provides the applicant with a description of the MPRE, 
an outline of the subject matter covered, representative sample questions, and guidelines 
for taking the exam as well as application information. 
 

• Both Barbri and KaplanPMBR offer MPRE study courses and materials.  These may be 
offered free to law students, regardless of whether they have signed up for these vendors’ 
bar review courses.  Contact Barbri and KaplanPMBR representatives, as well as those 
for other vendors, for more information.    
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GEORGIA BAR EXAM 

If you plan on practicing law in Georgia, you will need to take and pass the bar exam, and 
become a member of the State Bar of Georgia.  There are two steps to taking the Georgia bar 
exam and gaining admission to the State Bar of Georgia.  They are detailed below.  Please note 
that the Office of Bar Admissions follows its instructions for admission to the letter.  If you 
miss a deadline or otherwise fail to properly comply with any step in the process, you will 
not be allowed to take the bar exam and/or gain admission to the bar.  For complete 
information on this process, see Rules Governing Admission to Practice Law and Policy 
Statements.   

 To acquaint you with the two-step process described below, the College of Law annually 
sponsors two bar exam preparation workshops. The first program, generally held in October, 
explains step one of the process (Certification of Fitness) below.  The second program, generally 
held in April, explains how to prepare for and pass the bar exam itself. Both of these programs 
are generally videotaped and linked to the College of Law website.  Click here for direct links to 
existing videos.  
 

 The two steps of Georgia’s admissions process are: 

�  Step One – Submit a complete Application for Certification of Fitness to Practice 
Law (Fitness Application) to the Office of Bar Admissions. The application must be 
filed at least eight months prior to the examination you wish to take. Specific 
deadlines are set by the Supreme Court and are available in the Rules Governing 
Admission to Practice Law on this website. The Office of Bar Admissions does not 
grant extensions for any reason. The Application for Certification of Fitness to 
Practice Law is available in two formats on the Office of Bar Admissions website. 

File your fitness application by the deadline.  There is a late filing period, but the fees 
are higher then and filing late may not give the Board  adequate time to consider your 
file prior to the bar examination. If you file late, you may not be certified in time for 
the exam, which means you will not be allowed to sit for the bar.  You may contact 
the Office of Bar Admissions at (404) 656-3490 or write: 244 Washington Street, 
SW, Suite 440, Atlanta, Georgia 30334 if you have any questions. 
 
The fitness portion of the application process looks at candor, fiscal responsibility, 
compliance with court orders, any record of criminal activity, misuse of alcohol and 
controlled substances, and mental and emotional stability. It is your responsibility to 
gather most of this information; collecting the information and resolving any issues 
may take several months, so don’t wait until the last minute to start.  Also note that 
you are required to update your application with a written amendment within thirty 
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(30) days of the occurrence of any event that would change the answer to any 
question on the application.   
It is critical that you begin to review and complete your application as soon as 
possible, If you have questions or concerns, please contact the Office of the Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs. 

 

�  Step Two – Once you are certified as fit, you then apply to take the bar exam.  The 
Bar Examination Application must be filed as registration for a specific examination 
and is available only to those applicants who hold a valid Certification of Fitness to 
Practice Law in the form of a letter mailed directly to the applicant (see Step One 
above). The Bar Examination Application is not available on-line. The Bar 
Examination Application cannot be filed until a valid Certification of Fitness has 
been issued. 

 

 

 The Georgia bar exam is administered twice a year, on the last Wednesday and the 
preceding Tuesday of February and July. For specific dates click here. Most law graduates take 
the July bar exam after they graduate in May. Applications for the February examination are 
available in October and applications for the July examination are available in April. The Office 
of Bar Admissions enforces its deadlines to the letter.  Extensions are not granted for any 
reason.   
 

 Results of the February exam are sent out the last weekend in May and the results of the 
July exam are sent out the last weekend in October. For information on various exams that may 
be required for bar admission, and links to most state bar authorities (including information for 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and the Republic of Palau), visit the website of the 
National Conference of Bar Examiners. 

Format of the bar exam 

The bar exam in Georgia is a two-day exam. 

A. DAY ONE: The first day consists of two testing sessions, as follows.  From 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., you will take the Multistate Performance Test (MPT), Items 1 and 2, with no 
break between items.  In taking the MPT, you will be given instructions, factual data, 
cases, statutes and other materials to answer the questions. After lunch, you will take  
four (4) Georgia essay questions between 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., with no break between 
questions. You are allowed to manage your time as you wish within each testing 
session.   

In Georgia, essay questions prepared by the Board of Bar Examiners are drawn from the 
following list of subjects: 

• business organizations  
• constitutional law  

• contracts, including UCC 
Article 2 sales   

• criminal law and procedure  
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• evidence  
• family law  
• practice and procedure 

(Georgia and federal)  
• professional ethics 

(professional responsibility)  

• property  

• remedies  
• torts  
• trusts, wills and estates  
• Uniform Commercial Code 

Articles 2 (sales), 3 
(negotiable instruments), and 
9 (secured transactions)  

B. DAY TWO: On the second day you will take the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE), a 
200 question multiple choice exam. Subjects covered in the MBE are:  

• constitutional law  
• contracts, including UCC 

Article 2 sales   
• criminal law & procedure  

 

• evidence  
• real property  
• torts  

 

C. SCORING and GRADING of the BAR EXAM : The scores from the MBE and the 
Essay/MPT questions will be combined to determine whether an applicant has passed 
the bar. As of February 2011, the passing score is 270.  

 

• Applicant must receive an MBE score of 115 to have his/her essays graded. 
• A combined score of 265-269 will result in the re-grading of the essays. 
• Results are generally released in late May for the February Exam. 
• Results are generally released in late October for the July Exam. 
 

D. LUNCH:  T he College of Law provides lunch to its graduates on both exam days.  
 

E. MISCELLANEOUS : As of the date of this publication, the Board of Bar Examiners 
does not allow applicants to bring food, snacks, or drinks of any kind other than 
water (in clear plastic unlabeled bottles only) into the exam room. The list of 
acceptable and unacceptable items is constantly changing, so be sure to check the 
Office of Bar Admissions rules close to the time of your exam.  
 

Applicants who want authorization to bring any other items (assistive devices, special 
seating, etc.) into the examination room must submit an Administrative 
Accommodation Request Form to the Office of Bar Admissions.  You may be asked 
to provide documentation to support your request.   If the request is granted, the 
Office of Bar Admissions will send you a letter approving the request, which must be 
presented to the Office of Bar Admissions Staff at the examination site.  
 
Testing accommodations pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 
amended, are available for the Georgia bar exam.  The required forms and deadlines 
can be accessed on the Office of Bar Admissions website under the heading Bar 
Examination, labeled as “ADA Testing Accommodations.” 
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F. For more information on the MBE portion of the exam, click here.   

Filing Fees and Deadlines  

• Fitness For The Bar Application: As of February 2012, there is a $500.00 fee to be paid 
if you apply before the awarding of your law degree and by the first filing deadline. You 
may apply later, but it will cost an extra $400.00. For a complete and definitive 
explanation of filing deadlines see Part A, Section 4(a) of the Rules Governing 
Admission to the Practice of Law. 
 

• Bar Exam Application: Once the Fitness Application has been submitted and approved, 
you will receive the Bar Exam Application from the Office of Bar Admissions. You will 
need to complete that application and submit the appropriate fees. As of February 2012, 
the fee for the Application to the Georgia Bar Examiners is $350.00. There is a separate 
fee to the National Conference of Bar Examiners for the MPT (Multistate Performance 
Test) and the MBE (Multistate Bar Examination) of $78.00, as of February 2012. Please 
note that late filing of the Bar Exam Application and/or failure to pay fees in a timely 
manner result in a late fee of $200.00.  The Bar Exam Application Filing deadlines can be 
found in the Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law. 
 

• Laptop Testing: Applicants wishing to write their answers to the MPT and Essay 
questions on their laptops may register for Laptop testing.  Laptop testing for the Georgia 
Bar Examination is administered using the ExamSoft Worldwide, Inc. SofTest software.  
SofTest is available for both PC and Mac users.  The fee for laptop testing is $100. 

Newly Minted Lawyers Reception and Second Swearing-in Ceremony 
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Taking A Bar Exam In Another State? 

 If you are planning to take the bar exam in any state other than Georgia, please notify the 
Registrar’s Office so that they can get your graduation certification to the appropriate office on 
time.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Bar Certifications 

 Students who plan to sit for any state bar must have a final official transcript sent 
to bar officials by the university registrar. (The College of Law does not create, distribute, or 
control official transcripts!)  You will receive an email from the College of Law Registrar’s 
Office indicating that the graduation letters for the Georgia bar will be hand delivered to the Bar 
for each law student who graduates in the Spring.  This letter will allow you to sit for the bar.  
You do not have to make a formal request for this letter as it will be taken care of automatically 
by the Registrar’s Office. The Georgia bar knows they will not get final GSU Law transcripts 
by their stated deadline.   
 

 You must request an official final transcript from the Office of the University Registrar.  
You can request your official transcript from the PAWS website at 
http://www.gsu.edu/es/transcripts.html. We suggest that you request your GSU law transcript 
after July 1.  This should give the University Registrar's Office time to put the degree statement 
(which is what the bar wants) on the transcripts.  The Bar must receive your final law transcript 
by mid-September. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email the Registrar, 
Patricia Rackliffe, at (404) 413-9012 or prackliffe@gsu.edu). NOTE: Official transcripts are 
issued by Georgia State University; the College of Law does not send official transcripts.  You 
must request an official transcript via  PAWS. 

Dean’s Certificates/Third Year Practice Act  

 Third Year Practice Act Letters and Dean’s Certificates are verifications that a student 
has completed a specified percentage of his or her law school education and is in good standing. 
These letters are usually requested by schools, state bar associations, government agencies or 
independent agencies, for whom third year law students will be working. The letters and 
certificates are available in the Office of the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. There is 
generally a 3-5 business day turnaround time on such letters and certificates, so applicants should 
plan accordingly. Applicants are encouraged to submit forms well ahead of application 
deadlines. 
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BAR REVIEW COURSES�

 

 The bar review course links below are provided to students as a convenience only.  Such 
listing does not constitute an endorsement by the College of Law.  

 AdaptiBar  Bar-in-a-Box 

 AmeriBar  BAR/BRI Bar Review 

 Kaplan PMBR  Micromash 

 Minority Legal Education 
Resources (MLER)  MyBarPrep 

 Reed Law Group/ 
PassYourBar.com 

 Themis Bar Review 

 The Study Group Personal Bar 
Review  
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STUDENT LOANS – GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Exit Loan Counseling 

 Federal Direct Loan borrowers who are leaving school, dropping below half-time 
enrollment, or graduating must complete exit counseling at http://studentloans.gov/. Exit 
counseling provides you with important information about repayment and your rights and 
responsibilities. Direct all inquiries to the One Stop Shop via email at onestopshop@gsu.edu or 
phone at (404) 413-2600.  

Bar Exam Loan Information 

 Bar loans are designed to help students with the costs associated with the bar exam, bar 
prep courses, and living expenses while studying for the bar. The amount a student borrows 
depends on the lender’s minimum and maximum amount allowed and what the student 
determines is necessary. These loans generally carry higher interest rates and less appealing 
repayment options than federal loans. 

 As of May 2011, we are aware of three lenders continuing to offer bar loans: Citibank, 
Wells Fargo, and Sallie Mae.  To apply for a Bar loan, students should contact the lender 
directly. The Georgia State University Financial Aid Office will certify the student’s graduation 
date and the money will be disbursed directly to the student 

 If you have any questions about bar loans, please contact the Financial Aid Office at 
(404) 413-2129 or mmehta4@gsu.edu. 
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LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAMS  

 Some programs exist to help students deal with law school-related debt, including debt 
relief resources and forums, loan forgiveness plans, and loan repayment assistance programs. 

John R. Justice Student Loan Repayment Program (JRJ) 

 This program offers public service loan forgiveness help alleviate some of the 
educational debt acquired in law school for those opting to work as a state or federal public 
defender or prosecutor.  

·  Bureau Of Justice Assistance  
·  Equal Justice Works   

Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) 

 Learn more about loan forgiveness for public service employees. Get a head start by 
knowing what jobs qualify for the program; what loans are eligible for repayment and other vital 
information. Also learn about the amazing opportunity of discharging of any remaining debt after 
ten (10) years of full time employment in public service. 

·  Equal Justice Works 
·  Fin Aid  

Student Debt Relief Forum  

 Ask questions, give answers and interact with others who are interested lowering their 
monthly loan repayment amount while working in public interest law career.  

·  Equal Justice Works 

Informational Websites on LRAPs  

·  The Department of Education’s fact sheet on Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
·  National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators Summary 
·  Direct Loan Consolidation Self-Help Packet 
·  Federal Direct Consolidation Loan Application 
·  Ibrinfo.org  
·  Finaid.org 
·  Student Loan Borrower Assistance 
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HOODING AND COMMENCEMENT 

 The Georgia State University College of Law Hooding and Commencement ceremony is 
the official event for conferring the Juris Doctor degree. The ceremony, held only at the end of 
the Spring semester, includes individual hooding of each graduate by a group of professors, 
chosen by vote of the student body (described below).  The College of Law does not permit 
students to be hooded by relatives, guests or any other persons.   
 
 Students entitled to walk in the ceremony include both students graduating in that Spring 
semester, but also those who have graduated in the previous Fall and Summer.  The College 
ceremony is in addition to, and does not replace, university graduation exercises.   

The Ceremony 

 The ceremony, which typically lasts about 90 minutes, includes both the hooding and 
brief speeches by the Dean, the university President or Provost, the President of the Student Bar 
Association or another representative of the student body, and a guest speaker of renown.   

Reception 

 A reception typically is held immediately after the ceremony with light hors d’oeuvres 
and drinks outside on the Urban Life Plaza or in the Student Center ballroom.  

Regalia 

 Regalia includes: cap (mortarboard or tam), gown, hood, and tassel. Students may rent 
the appropriate academic regalia from the University Bookstore. Pre-orders are accepted at the 
University Commencement Fair.  Go to: https://collegegrad.herffjones.com/index.cfm/ to order 
your regalia. All degree candidates participating in the Commencement & Hooding Ceremony 
are required to wear appropriate academic regalia. No graduation “cords” are permitted.  For 
more information, contact the bookstore directly at (404) 413-9700.   

Return of Rented Regalia  

 University Bookstore personnel will have a table set up for late pick-ups as well as drop-
offs in the open area before you go over the bridge to the arena just outside the Urban Life 
Building doors on the 2nd floor. If you forget or walk out without returning your rented regalia, 
you may be charged a substantial late return fee or charged the full purchase price.  
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Photos/Graduation Portraits 

 Photographers will be at the ceremony and will take individual photos of each graduate 
during the hooding. You will be contacted directly by the studio regarding ordering your photos.  

Class Rings, Diploma Frames, and Invitations  

 For graduation rings, diploma frames, and invitations, contact or visit the University 
Bookstore or call (404) 413-9700 for details. 

Guests Admission and Announcements 

 Since the ceremony is held in the Sports Arena, no tickets are required for admission and 
there are no reserved seats. The College of Law will provide each graduate with 15 
announcements at no cost. Along with your 15 announcements, you will receive parking maps 
and direction cards. If you are printing your own invitations, please be sure to include the 
parking maps and direction cards for your guests. 

Special Accommodations  

 A sign language interpreter is provided for the ceremony.  If you and/or any of your 
guests need other accommodations, such as wheelchair access, aisle seats, etc., contact Ken 
Walsh, Director of Administrative Services, at (404) 413-9090 or send an email to 
kenw@gsu.edu.  You can find additional information about the Hooding ceremony on the 
College of Law Commencement webpage.. 

Commencement Fair  

 A commencement fair is held every Fall and Spring semester to help students prepare for 
attendance at the ceremonies. During the fair students can purchase their regalia and diploma 
frames. Representatives are on hand to assist with ordering class rings and custom graduation 
announcements.  Students are strongly encouraged to attend the fair. Click here for information 
about the commencement fair.  

Parking 

 Paid parking will be available for guests in lots N, K, and S. Guests should allow at 
least 30 minutes for parking and entry into the Sports Arena. For information on handicap 
parking accommodations call GSU Auxiliary Services at (404) 413– 9500.  

Maps and Directions 

 For directions to Georgia State University Sports Arena and a campus map please click 
here: http://law.gsu.edu/registrar/files/hooding/parking_instructions.pdf.  
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Diplomas 

 Diplomas are not handed out at the ceremony.  Your diploma will be mailed to you upon 
certification of satisfactory completion of all degree requirements. The date on the diploma will 
be the “official commencement date,” rather than the date of the Hooding and Commencement 
Ceremony. Contact the University Graduation Office for more information at (404) 413–2248.  

Academic Honors  

 Students who have earned honors designations as of the end of the Fall preceding the 
Spring commencement will be so listed in the Hooding and Commencement ceremony program. 
A final determination of honors status will be made once all grades are received and recorded for 
the Spring semester and final class ranks are compiled. Students graduated in the preceding 
Summer or Fall are listed according to their status at graduation.  The appropriate honors 
designation will be printed on the diploma and noted on the student’s final transcript.   

 The standards for academic honors are as follows: 3.40-3.59 (cum laude), 3.60-3.79 
(magna cum laude), and 3.80 and above (summa cum laude).   

Pro Bono Recognition Program  
 

 Students who have earned pro bono distinction, based on their recorded pro bono hours, 
will be recognized and so listed in the Hooding and Commencement Program.  For more 
information about what activities qualify for credit and how to record qualifying hours, go to: 
http://law.gsu.edu/agora/index/pro_bono.  

Annual Class Gift Campaign 

 As is true at most law schools, our graduating classes have established a strong tradition 
of making a gift to the College.  Our tradition is unique in that each year’s gift goes to the 
Annual Class Gift Scholarship Fund.  Part of the gift goes immediately to support an incoming 
student, while the remainder is applied to an accumulating fund which will eventually support 
scholarships to multiple students each year. The Hooding and Commencement Ceremony 
program will list the names of students who have contributed to the Annual Class Gift Campaign 
by the date announced for listing.   

Lineup Information 

 All participants must report with appropriate academic regalia to rooms 100 and 170 of 
the College of Law for marshaling prior to the Commencement and Hooding Ceremony.  The 
College of Law Registrar will meet you and point out your position in the processional. After 
receiving these instructions, you will proceed to the Sports Arena for the official processional 
and ceremony.   
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Extracurricular Activity and Hooding Team Ballot Fo rm  

 Each student is entitled to list up to four extracurricular activities in the official 
Commencement and Hooding Ceremony program.  When completing the form, be sure to 
include the official titles of the organizations or extracurricular activities you want to appear in 
the program.  

 In addition, the graduating class votes to decide which professors will serve on the 
hooding team.  For your vote to be counted and activities listed in the program you must 
complete and submit the appropriate form by the published deadline. This form is online at the 
College of Law Commencement webpage and can be emailed to kenw@gsu.edu.  

Local Visitors Bureaus 

 The Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau website provide information on local 
lodging, restaurants, scheduled events, shopping, tours, and area resources. 
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HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES  

 

Graduation and Commencement Offices  
Citizens Trust Building 
75 Piedmont Avenue, Suite 1190 
Graduation Office (404) 413-2248        
Commencement Office:  (404) 413-2254 
 
Office of Development and Alumni 
Relations 
140 Decatur Street 
6th floor – Urban Life Building 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Phone: (404) 413-9026 
 
Office of Financial Aid  
227 Sparks Hall or 292 Kell Hall  
Phone: (404) 413-2400   
Website: http://www.gsu.edu/financialaid/ 
 
University Registrar's Office   
227 Sparks Hall   
Phone: (404) 413-2600 
Website: 
http://www.gsu.edu/es/office_of_the_registr
ar.html 
 
Parking and Transportation  
200 University Bookstore Building 
66 Courtland Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303  
Phone: (404) 413-9500 
Website: 
http://www.gsu.edu/auxiliary/parking.html 
 
Georgia State University Bookstore 
University Bookstore Building, 3rd  
66 Courtland Street SE 
Atlanta Georgia 30303 
Phone: (404) 413-9700  
Website:  
http://www.gsu.edu/auxiliary/bookstore.html 
 

Office of the Registrar - College of Law 
140 Decatur Street  
Office 317  
Atlanta, GA 30302-4037  
Phone: (404) 413-9012 
Website: 
http://law.gsu.edu/students/4413.html 
 
Office of Bar Admissions 
244 Washington St., SW 
Suite 440 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Phone: (404) 656-3490  
Website: http://www.gabaradmissions.org/ 
 
Ken Walsh 
Director of Administrative Services 
Georgia State University College of Law 
140 Decatur Street 
Office 638  
Atlanta, GA 30302-4037  
Phone: (404) 413-9090  
Email: kenw@gsu.edu 

Office of Bar Admissions 
244 Washington St. S.W., Suite 440 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
(404) 656-3490 
Website: http://www.gabaradmissions.org/ 
 
Supreme Court of Georgia 
244 Washington St SW # 5 
Atlanta, GA 30334-9015 
(404) 656-3470 
Website: http://www.gasupreme.us/ 
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