
Classrooms:

� Mix 
� numbers of large/medium/small
� size

� tie to largest section, size of entering class, something 
else?

� Configuration
� Different configurations for different teaching methods?
� arc/horseshoe/straight lines/other

� Orientation
� Center of room vs. corner-centric

Design Considerations – New Law School Building
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� Access
� front/rear/both
� anteroom/vestibule entry
� locks

� card swipes/keys/pushbuttons

� Accessibility
� internal/external ramps
� handicap seating areas
� Access to seating

� Where are the doors?  
� How long are the rows?

� Acoustics
� Model to optimize
� Student amplification?

� Sight lines
� Model to optimize
� Curved rows?

Classrooms (cont’d):
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� Desks
� Fixed/moveable/combination
� Connectivity (power/data)
� Tiered vs. flat
� Built-in place for student name cards? 
(like at Suffolk & Rutgers)
� Ability to support panel discussions

� Seats
� Fixed vs. moveable
� Color-coded by room?

� Writing Surfaces
� White boards vs. black boards
� Multiple boards (slide vertically or 
horizontally?)

� Projection Surfaces
� Drop down screens vs. wall-talker 
white boards
� Projection & viewing angles

Classrooms (cont’d):
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� Lighting
� Natural light from windows
� Windows to hallways
� Ability to control room lighting from podium
� Ability to control various “zones” of lights within room 
� Flexible lighting – lots of light of different types; light 
wells in appropriate spots
� Windows & window coverings

� Ability to control shades from podium
� “Smart lighting” to turn off w/ no movement
� Glass in doors for lighting/security reasons?

Classrooms (cont’d):
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� Podiums
� Fixed vs. moveable
� Multiple podiums in classrooms?
� How much technology in podiums vs. 
separate rack/closet in classroom
� Built-in computers vs. portable laptops
� Amount of table top surface area
� Overall size
� Flexibility
� Position in classroom in relation to 
board/students
� Ability to preview video at podium
� Ability to record the class using 
VCR/DVD
� In-room camera control

Classrooms (cont’d):
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� Other classroom technology considerations:
� Same in all classrooms regardless of size?
� Central control for all classrooms (like Suffolk)
� Ability to record/stream audio/video from/to classrooms
� Ability to pipe video/audio feeds to “overflow” rooms
� Built-in polling systems?
� Built-in hearing impaired systems?
� Microphones on desks in large classrooms?
� Phones in classrooms for tech support
� Must be usable, flexible & serviceable
� A/V design should be done during the building design 
phase
� Consider future technologies & their implications
� Technological support – build in capabilities up front 
(whether or not used right away)
� Distance learning/video-conferencing capability
� Ubiquitous wireless coverage

Classrooms (cont’d):



Lobby:

� Atrium area
� All the way to roof?
� Natural light?
� Accessible (and decorative) stairs?
� Ability to use as event/function space?

� Acoustics
� Connectivity for power/data

� Connect pieces of the building together, 
at least visually (ie- glass walls)

� Entry to offices/classrooms off atrium?
� Open balconies that look up/down atrium 
area

Suffolk

Rutgers-Newark

IU-Indianapolis

Rutgers-Newark



Lobby (cont’d):

Rutgers-Newark

IU-Indianapolis

Rutgers-Newark

� Flooring
� Logo designed into floor

� Points of Entry
� Single/multiple
� Security/reception desk

� Reception/sitting area(s)



� Postings/displays/announcements
� Areas for student/law school postings
� Plasma screens
� Information kiosks
� Building directories
� Types of displays posted in this area
� Faculty publication display space
� Donor recognition space

Lobby (cont’d):
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Faculty Offices:
� Configuration

� All on 1 floor?
� Distributed “pods”?
� Multiple floors?
� Seating/reception areas

� Centralized seating area vs. 
distributed seating areas

� Location
� Relation to classrooms
� Relation to student orgs
� Relation to dean’s suite
� Relation to law library

� Location of faculty support
� Accessibility

� Behind reception desk and/or 
controlled-access door?

� Offices for visitors
� Offices for adjuncts
� Offices for emeriti faculty
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