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Health Legislation & Advocacy II
Course Goals and Objectives
Health Legislation & Advocacy II is the second sequence of a two-semester course offering designed to focus on the development of health policy through legislative and regulatory mechanisms.  The spring semester course will involve practical experience gained through monitoring and participating in the process of legislative health policy development.  The required texts will be The Handbook for Georgia Legislators and the most current available versions of the Rules of the Georgia House of Representatives and the Georgia Senate.
During the spring semester, students will participate in the health policy development process as it unfolds during the session of the Georgia General Assembly.  Students will be expected to follow and provide support for any of the legislative projects developed during the fall semester that may be introduced during the session.  In addition, students will be expected to report on the status of health legislation introduced during the session and follow the work of key health-related legislative committees.   
Development of health policy is a dynamic, ongoing process.  During the spring semester, it will be important to keep abreast of developments in the news, as reported in the local newspaper, and in professional publications.  
Class Attendance and Participation

During the spring semester sequence, we will have weekly reporting/update meetings on Tuesday afternoons at 2:45 PM.  Students are expected to spend 10 hours per week (140 hours) on this course, including time spent at the Capitol, attending hearings, performing research, and writing.  In recognition that certain assignments may require research, writing, and preparation time away from the Capitol, on average, students will be expected to spend at least eight (8) hours per week at the Capitol during the session.  Substantial deviations from this expectation will require prior approval by the instructor.    Occasionally, there will be opportunities for optional field experiences, such as attendance at state department board meetings or meetings with community partners that likely will not occur during the set class participation periods.    Presence at the Capitol to witness and participate in the goings-on at the Capitol will count in your grade for this course.  If a student is absent for more than three (3) Tuesday meetings or does not meet the weekly participation requirement for three (3) weeks, she/he will receive a failing grade, absent extraordinary circumstances.  In accordance with the honor code, it is every student’s obligation to inform the instructor if and when she/he exceeds the 3-absence limit or fails to meet the ten (10) hour per week participation requirement for more than 3 weeks.  
Course Sequence

Health Legislation and Advocacy is divided into two semesters, a two-hour class during the fall semester and the onsite legislative experience at the Capitol during the 2010 session of the Georgia General Assembly.  The fall semester involves the study of health policy making with the research and drafting of a legislative proposal and supporting documentation.  

The spring semester will involve work at the Capitol on legislative proposals developed during the fall semester and introduced during the legislative session as well as tracking other health legislation and budget issues.  Students will be expected to discuss legislation with legislators, attend committee meetings, work with health interest groups, prepare testimony, develop floor speeches and community education briefs, and write a legislative summary of health legislation introduced during the session.  
Grading

Health Legislative Summary
 


25%
Committee Testimony
, including Exhibits

10%
Prepare amendment language



10%

Community Education Article


15%
Floor Testimony




10%
Tracking Committee Business


10%

Journal Entries




10%

Tuesday Meeting Participation


10%

Assignments
Each student will be expected to engage in the following activities:

1. Assist in supporting the community partners and the sponsoring legislators with passage of legislation that was the focus of and prepared during the fall semester.  All students will work to support those projects that are introduced;

2. Select a second piece of health legislation that has been introduced and is supported by a non-profit organization, and assist the sponsoring legislator and the non-profit organization with passage of the measure.  Selection of this legislation and the non-profit organization requires approval of the instructor;
3. Prepare a community article similar in style to the article prepared in the fall semester that presents the pros and cons of a specific piece of legislation that has been introduced and is receiving some attention.  The article may complement the legislation to be followed above in item 2 or may be from a list of topics to be provided by the instructor;
4. Prepare draft committee testimony and a floor speech for the legislation to be followed in item 2 above;  
5. Prepare amendment language designed to improve the bill being followed in item 2 above; 
6. Follow the business of the major health-related committees, including House and Senate Health & Human Services; House and Senate Insurance; the House and Senate health-related budget subcommittees; the House and Senate Judiciary committees; and
7. Prepare a health legislation report summarizing activity during the session of the Georgia General Assembly.  Bills will be assigned to categories by the instructor, and students will be responsible for reporting on specific categories and collaborating to prepare a complete report.  
Important Assignment Due Dates 
Health Legislative Summary



No later than April 20
Committee Testimony
Committee Hearing Date(s) or by April 20 or Sine Die, which ever is sooner
Amendment Language
Depending on circumstances – Committee Hearing Date, Floor Debate Date, or by April 20 or Sine Die, which ever is appropriate – see instructor
Community Education Article
No later than first work day in March, depends on topic and the Legislature’s timetable – see instructor
Floor Testimony
Floor Debate Date(s) or by April 20 or Sine Die, which ever is sooner
Tracking Committee Business
 Pick a committee and follow it.  April 20

Journal Entry Due Dates (5 entries)
January 26


February 16


March 2


March 30


April 20
Potential Topics for the Article
1. Healthcare transformation, Consumer Driven Health Plans (CDHPs), or other private health insurance market reforms
2. Changes to Advance Directives, brain death
3. Other End of Life issues

4. Long-term Care issues

5. Changes to Medicaid, PeachCare, including budget cuts and policy changes

6. Issues flowing from federal health reform initiatives

7. Patient Safety and quality of care issues

8. Changes to certificate of need law and policy

9. Public health related issues

10. Licensure issues
Journaling Assignment

As part of your legislative experience, students are required to keep a weekly journal.  The due dates for journal entries are listed in the course syllabus.  Journal entries shall be submitted to Professor Caley via e-mail using the TWEN site for this course.

Each student’s journal will be different because each person’s experiences will be unique and each will select different topics to write about.  Please use these guidelines when submitting journal entries:


Method for keeping and submitting journal entries:  
· Title your journal entry with your name and date.
· Write all successive entries into the same document so that you have one virtual journal with several pages rather than individual document submissions for each date that a journal entry is due.

Length and format of journal entries:  The length of each entry will vary, but you should prepare and submit the equivalent of at least one single-spaced typed page per week.  You should keep adding to it weekly, but you only need to submit it on the dates noted on the course syllabus.  Please date each entry.


Topics for journal entries:  Each journal entry should include discussion about your own experiences.  The journaling assignment is intended as a tool for you to process your learning.  Your journal entries should include reflection on your experiences, rather than simply a narrative explanation of events as they occurred.


Consider commenting on the following:

· Your personal reactions to situations you encounter in working with your community partner and with your classmates.
· Your experience learning new skills and growing personally and professionally.

· Your experience in dealing with stressful situations.

· Your perception of the systems with which we must interact, including the legal system, the health care system, etc.
· Your observations of the practices of professionals you encounter and your response to them. 
· Your perception of poverty and/or public health issues.

· Your exploration of ideas, theories, concepts or problems related to course experience.

· Your reactions to readings, TV, current events and public policy questions as they relate to the course.

· Your evaluation of what you have learned and thoughts about how your learning could be improved.
· Any topic related to the course that interests you.

· Your reactions to and thoughts about the legislative process as it unfolds during the semester.

As you write your journal entries, keep in mind the following techniques:  

1. Actively observe what is happening, noting key points in some detail.

2. Reflect on what you have observed and assess how it has affected your perspective and your approach to your work.

3. Abstract general principles from your reflections that can guide your work in the clinic and your approach to working in the legal profession.

4. Explain what actions you or others could take to improve work product, efficiency, or systemic functioning.
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