

Spring 2010
SYLLABUS
GSU LAW 7098/GT PUBP 8803

Biotechnology Law, Policy & Ethics

Professor Berry

Thursdays 2:45-5:30pm

Room 652, GSU College of Law

Contact Information

GSU Office:

Room 416C, College of Law, GSU



Office Hours: 

Thursdays, 2:15pm-2:45pm (email me to reserve a time)

E-mail:


robertaberry@gatech.edu (the best way to reach me)
Telephone:

404-385-1704 (Georgia Tech office, with voicemail)

Course Materials (there is no text for this course, only the materials listed below)
(1) Material on electronic reserves:                                             




GSU Students


Go to: https://gil.gsu.edu 


Click on link: “Search course reserves - ERes@GSU”


Click on tab: “Course Reserves Pages by Instructor”


Pull down selection bar to “Berry” and click “Search” 


Click on link: “LAW7098”


Type password “gsulaw” in courses reserves password box and click “Accept”


Click on the link for a Class folder


Click on the link for each reading in the Class folder


Type password “berrybio” in the document password box and click “View”



Georgia Tech Students


Go to: http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/reserves/index.php


Click on link "Search Reserves"


Enter your GT Account number and Password and click "LOGIN"


Click on tab "course pages by Instructor"


Select "Berry" on the pull-down menu and click "Search"


Click on the link PUBP8803


Enter course page password "q9pcd9kb" and click "Accept"


Click on link to each reading


Click on Web Link at bottom of Document Info page to access document


Click "Close" to go back to list of reading links

(2) Linked material on the Web

(3) Student reaction papers circulated by Prof. Berry via email

(4) Student position papers circulated by Prof. Berry via email

(5) In-class films 

Course Objectives

(1) Gain knowledge of selected constitutional, statutory, and case law governing biotechnology.

(2) Gain knowledge of the policy and ethical issues that influence the creation, revision, and interpretation of biotechnology law.

(3) Develop facility in analyzing multiple disciplinary source materials regarding issues in biotechnology law, policy, and ethics.

(4) Develop facility in applying and critiquing multiple theoretical approaches to issues in biotechnology law, policy, and ethics.
(5) Develop an appreciation of the challenges of policymaking regarding complex, interdisciplinary, ethically fraught biotechnology issues in diverse and pluralistic political communities.
Assignment Sheets

(1) 
Assignment Sheets setting forth the assigned readings for each class and listing the students assigned to prepare and present reaction papers and position papers and serve on response panels will be handed out about every two weeks.

(2) 
Please complete the assigned readings before class so you will be prepared to participate in class discussions.

Topics


We will study selected issues that may include stem cell research, xenotransplantation, artificial organs, nanotechnology/brain-machine interface, cellular machines, patenting of genes/patenting of life, genetically modified foods, use of personal genetic information by third parties, gene therapy, preimplantation genetic diagnosis, sex-selection reproductive technologies, germline genetic engineering of human beings, human reproductive cloning, and end-of-life technologies.
Course Requirements and Course Grades

 (1) 
Four reaction papers/presentations (8 points) 


(a) Each student will prepare and present four short (approximately 500 words) reaction papers consisting of your reactions to the readings for a class “session” (each Thursday class is divided into two 75-minute class sessions). Reaction papers should include one or more of the following: a critique of the readings for the class session; a comparison of the perspectives presented in the readings; questions about the readings that you would like the class to discuss and the reasons why you think these questions are important; an analysis of the readings that brings to bear something you have studied or experienced outside this course; a comparison of the readings for the class session with earlier class readings. (Reaction papers should not include summaries of the readings—we have read them so there is no need to summarize them for us, just dive right into your reactions to them.)


(b) The Assignment Sheets will list the students assigned to prepare and present reaction papers for each class session. The assigned students will briefly summarize their reaction papers at the outset of the class session. These presentations will serve as the jumping-off point for class discussions. 

(c) Please paste your reaction paper into the body of an email and send to Prof. Berry at <robertaberry@gatech.edu> by 5pm Monday, three days before the Thursday class session when you are assigned to present it. I will then email the reaction papers to the class.


(d) Two points will be awarded for each timely submission and presentation of a satisfactory reaction paper, for a total of up to 8 points.

 (2) 
One position paper/presentation plus response panel (4 points possible)

(a) Each student will prepare and present one position paper of 1200-1500 words (not including footnotes/citations and bibliography) on a course-related biotechnology issue of the student’s choice. Outside research for the position paper should consist of reading one long or two short journal articles, book chapters, or cases. The position paper should present and argue for a legal, policy, or ethical position on your selected issue, drawing on your outside research plus one or more of our class readings.


(b) Each student will serve on a response panel for other students’ position papers. Response panelists will be responsible for preparing questions in advance on position papers presented in their assigned class session and for engaging student presenters with their questions and comments before the rest of the class joins the discussion of each paper.


(c) The final Assignment Sheet will list the students assigned to prepare and present their position papers during the last three classes and will also list the students assigned to serve on response panels.


(d) Please paste your position paper into the body of an email and send to Prof. Berry at <robertaberry@gatech.edu> by 5pm Monday, April 5. I will then email the position papers to the class. 


(e) Four points will be awarded for timely submission and presentation of a position paper of satisfactory quality plus timely and satisfactory service on a response panel for other students’ position papers.

 (3)
Optional take-home, open-book midterm exam (44 points possible)


The optional midterm exam will be handed out at the end of class on Thursday, February 18 and will be due before the beginning of the next class on Thursday, February 25. The midterm exam will consist of two essay questions with a word limit of 1000 words per answer. The midterm exam will cover course material through the class on February 18. It is your choice whether or not to take the midterm exam. If you do not take the midterm exam, your final exam will be worth up to 88 points. If you do take the midterm exam, your midterm exam will be worth up to 44 points and your final exam will be worth up to 44 


points, except that I will discard your midterm exam grade (and count your final exam for up to 88 points) if this results in a higher course grade for you.



Law students only: Please hand in a hard copy of your answers with your exam number (no name) at the beginning of class on Thursday, February 25.


All other students: Please hand in a hard copy of your answers with your name at the beginning of class on Thursday, February 25, OR paste your midterm answers into the body of an email and send to Prof. Berry at <robertaberry@gatech.edu> by the beginning of class on Thursday, February 25.

(4)
Take-home, open-book final exam (44 points possible if your midterm grade is counted, otherwise 88 points possible)


The final exam will consist of three essay questions with a word limit of 1500 words per answer. The final exam will cover all the course material. The final will be handed out at the end of the last class on Thursday, April 22 and will be due by 5pm Friday, May 7. 


Law students only: Please hand in a hard copy of your answers by 5pm Friday, May 7, with your exam number (no name), in an envelope with “Prof. Berry” written on it, to the 4th floor desk at the GSU College of Law, and ask for a time/date stamp on the envelope.

All other students: Please paste your final answers into the body of an email and send to Prof. Berry at <robertaberry@gatech.edu> by 5pm Friday, May 7.
(5) 
Grade penalty for unexcused absences in excess of three full classes (or six 75-minute class sessions) (one letter grade deduction)

(a) This is a discussion-based class in which attendance and participation are expected. Your grade will be lowered by one letter grade if you miss more than three classes (or six 75-minute class sessions).


(b) Georgia Tech students may choose to attend the March 25 class (during Georgia Tech’s spring break) or to watch the films scheduled for that day on their own in lieu of attending class that day.

(6)
Interdisciplinary and inter-institutional grading policies

(a) All students will be expected to demonstrate graduate level mastery of all course materials. Grading will accommodate relatively greater mastery in some areas than in others (for example, in law or in science) reflecting the varied disciplinary backgrounds of students.


(b) Law students only: Grading of reaction papers/presentations and position paper/presentations for law students will not be anonymous. Grading of the mid-term exam (if taken) and final exam will be anonymous (please be sure to write your exam number on your answers and do not include your name or any other identifying information).


(c) All other students: Grading will not be anonymous. Please include your name on your midterm exam (if taken) and final exam.


(d) Law students only: Point totals will be translated into letter-grades as follows:




97-100
A+



94-96 
A 




90-93 
A- 




87-89 
B+ 




84-86 
B 




80-83 
B- 




77-79 
C+ 




74-76 
C 




70-73 
C- 




60-69 
D 




Below 60 F


(e) All other students: Point totals will be translated into letter-grades as follows:




90-100A




80-89
B




70-79
C




60-69 
D




Below 60 F
Non-collaboration Requirement and Honor Codes

(1) 
All exams for this course must be prepared entirely on your own without any collaboration or consultation of any kind by any means with any other student in this class or any other person.
(2) 
The Honor Code as set forth at <http://law.gsu.edu/registrar/bulletin/honorcode.php?version=html> applies to all aspects of this course for all Georgia State University students.

(3)   The Honor Code as set forth at

<http://www.deanofstudents.gatech.edu/Honor/> applies to all aspects of this course for all Georgia Tech students.
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