GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW
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SUPPLEMENTAL SYLLABUS 
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Office: (770) 698-4560 
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E-mail Address: duncan@duncanadair.com 
SPECIFIC WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 

WEEK TWO (JANUARY 21, 2010)
1.
Determine whether you wish to work on the civil or criminal problem for your mock trial.  If you would like to work with another particular student as your partner for the mock trial, let me know; otherwise, I shall make assignments of mock trial teams.  If you have a preference as to whether you wish to be prosecution or defense in the criminal case or plaintiff or defendant in the civil case, please let me know. 
 
NOTE:  The following is a change from the general course syllabus.  
2.
Prepare a complaint in the case of Diller v. Discount Mart.
3.
Before 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 13, 2009, serve your complaint on one of your classmates (as determined in class on week number 1). 

4.
Prepare an answer to your classmate’s complaint.  

5.
In class, on January 19, 2010, turn in YOUR ANSWER together with YOUR CLASSMATE’S COMPLAINT (bring an extra copy of your complaint to class with you in case your classmate screws up).  

6.
Be familiar with the facts in the case of Diller v. Discount Mart.
WEEK THREE (JANUARY 28, 2010)

1.
Be prepared to act as the plaintiff’s attorney and take the deposition of Chris Lay.  Also, be prepared to play the role of Lay as your classmates take this deposition.

WEEK FOUR (February 4, 2010)
1.
Defendant should turn in their motions for summary judgment (including brief, affidavit, and all other supporting paperwork).  Bring with you two copies of all pleadings – one to turn in and one to serve upon your opponent.

2.
Assume that the Good Hands Insurance Company, the insurer for Discount Mart, has agreed to settle with Diller for $150,000.00.  Prepare a General Release and a Dismissal of the lawsuit.

WEEK FIVE (FEBRUARY 11, 2010)

1.
No later than 10:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 9, 2010, plaintiff’s counsel should serve his/her response to the motion for summary judgment (and all supporting paperwork) on opposing counsel by e-mail and should e-mail a copy of all materials to the professor.

2.
Be prepared to argue your motion for summary judgment.

WEEK SIX (FEBRUARY 18, 2010)

Examples of individual and general questions:
General Question:
Question:
Do any of you have any education or training in law?

Reason:
I would want to strike lawyers or law students from the jury because they would tend to be know-it-alls and want to control deliberation.  I would want jurors who would not substitute their own impressions of law for instructions the court would give them.

Individual Question:

Question: Are you a member of any professional civic or social organizations and if so, what are they?
Reason:
I would like to get a feel for whether the juror might identify with any particularly liberal or conservative organizations or causes.
1.
Bring with you to class one or more persons to play the role of a juror.  This may be a friend or family member or even a teenage child.  Preferably, do not bring another 2L student.  We will be ordering pizza.  This is normally an enjoyable time and a good opportunity to bring friends and family to allow them to participate with you in a law school class.  

2.
Prepare a minimum of fifteen (15) and a maximum of twenty-five (25) general voir dire questions.  A general voir dire question is one that is asked to the panel as a whole and not to the individual jurors.  The question should normally begin with “have any of you….” or “do any of you…”  It should be a question that could illicit a positive response by the jurors raising a hand.

3.
Prepare five (5) individual voir dire questions.  An individual question would be one that would be asked separately to each member of the panel.  Do not ask the person’s name, address, employment, martial status, or spouse’s employment.

4.
Following each question, give me a brief statement of why you are asking the question and what you intend to accomplish either through the question or through the information you have received.  

Your general and individual voir dire questions should relate to the issues in your mock trial, either the Dixon v. Providential Life Insurance Company or State v. Delaney case.

WEEK SEVEN (FEBRUARY 25, 2010)

1. 
Prepare a statement of no more than one page of the theory of the case.  (Your font, spacing and margin should comply with the local rules of the United States Court for the Northern District of Georgia).  

2. 
Prepare an outline of your CLOSING ARGUMENT.

WEEK EIGHT (March 4, 2010)


1. 
Be prepared to deliver an opening statement. 

2.  
Prepare direct and cross-examinations as shown in 

the general course syllabus.  

WEEK NINE (MARCH 18, 2010)
1.
Be prepared to conduct direct and cross-examinations as assigned in class. 
WEEK TEN (MARCH 25, 2010) 


1.
Continue with direct and cross examinations.
WEEK ELEVEN (April 1, 2010) 

Note:  Change from master syllabus:  Prepare and be prepared to deliver a closing argument. 
WEEK TWELVE (APRIL 8, 2010) 

1.
With your trial partner and trial opponent, prepare a consolidated pretrial order in the form provided in Georgia Uniform Court Rule 7.1.  (Those teams trying the criminal case should use the form to the extent possible).  

