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Prof. Charity Scott

Fall 2009, Room 100





Telephone: 404-413-9183
Tuesday 6:00 – 8:45 pm




E-mail: cscott@gsu.edu

TEXT:
Franklin & Rabin, TORT LAW AND ALTERNATIVES, 8th edition, 2006
SYLLABUS

	TOPICS: (This list of topics approximates the daily assignments, but assignments will be confirmed or modified at each class period.) 
	TEXT PAGES

	1.     Introduction to tort law and the litigation process; vicarious liability
	1-30

	2.     Fault principle and the standard of care; the reasonable person
	31-60

	3.     Roles of judge and jury; role of custom
        Role of statutes
	60-75; prepare
McDonald’s case

75-86

	4.     Proof of negligence; res ipsa loquitur; medical malpractice
	86-118

	5.     Medical malpractice, con’d
        Duty: obligations to others; to protect third parties
	123-131 
132-157

	6.     Duty: obligations to protect third parties, con’d
	157-195

	7.     Duty: landowners and occupiers; governmental duties/immunity
	195-218; 229-240

	8.     Governmental duties/sovereign immunity, con’d
        Duty: emotional harm
	240-263
264-286

	9.     Duty: emotional harm, con’d; economic harm
	286-326

	10.   Causation: cause in fact; joint and several liability
	339-379

	11.   Causation: cause in fact, multiple defendants; proximate cause
	379-415

	12.   Causation: proximate cause, con’d
	416-439; review previous note cases; prepare hypo

	13.   Defenses: contributory and comparative negligence, avoidable   consequences, assumption of risk
	440-496

	14.   Damages: compensatory damages, punitive damages
	698-748


ATTENDANCE POLICY: Attendance is mandatory.  You are required to come to every class prepared.  You are permitted up to three absences (unprepared counts as an absence) during each semester.  If you have more than three absences, you will not be permitted to take the exam and you will receive a failing grade for the semester, absent extraordinary circumstances.  You are under the Honor Code to advise me if and when you reach the three-absence limit.
MAKE-UP DAY:  There will be no class on Tuesday, September 15, 2009.  The make-up class will be held on Tuesday, November 24, 2009.  Please note this in your calendars.
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